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Topic

CAREER SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

Internet Research Project EU Termbuilder Small talk/
Language Functions

Reading

From Europe
to the European Union

•key dates in the development
of the EU

•supranational
•intergovernmental
•multilingualism
•Treaties

•meetings & introductions
•identifying people
•spelling

•inferring meaning from context

European countries and
EU enlargement

•Eurostat
•European countries

•from potential candidate
to Member State

•polite turn-taking •statistics
•gap-filling

EU institutions &
decision-making

•Researching an EU institution •institutional triangle
•comitology
•subsidiarity
•proportionality

•making comparisons •understanding complex sentences

Upholding the interests
of the Union,
European Commission 

•EU executive
•French and colour terms

in EU English

•agreeing & disagreeing
•asking for and giving an opinion 

•identifying paragraphs
•summarizing information
•interview with the Commissioner

for Information and
Media Society

The Voice of the Member States,
the Council of the EU

•the 3 Councils
•acronyms and abbreviations

•presenting arguments •numerical reasoning
•the minutes of a meeting

Representing the interests
of EU citizens, the European
Parliament

•Members of the
European Parliament (MEPs)

•legislative procedures
•MEP
•Quaestor
•rapporteur

•identifying referents
•identifying the function of words

in a sentence
•distinguishing between

fact and opinion

Budgeting & Financing the EU •researching how much your
country pays into the EU budget
and how much it receives

•budgetary procedure
•financial framework

•making suggestions •numerical reasoning
•inferring meaning from context

Observing European Law,
Court of Justice

•international courts of justice •judiciary, judicial
•legislative, legislator
•law, EU legal acts, EU law

•following complex instructions
•requesting information
•asking for clarification

•verbal reasoning
•understanding legal texts

European Policies 1:
Economic and Monetary Union

•the euro and its groupings •saying that you don’t understand
•solving communication problems

•identifying referents

European Policies 2:
Regional Policy,
CAP,
innovation policies

•finding information on the
Structural and Cohesion Funds

•Eurojust, Europol, EJN

•EU competences
•sustainable development
•flexicurity
•FP7

•making complaints
•describing problems

•verbal annd numerical reasoning
•identifying synonyms

Cooperation in Foreign, Police and
Judicial Affairs

•CFSP •CFSP •comparing and contrasting 
•dealing with misunderstandings

•identifying synonyms
•identifying referents
•understanding complex sentences

Moving around and funding your
projects in the EU, Schengen

•finding funding opportunities for
different purposes

•ILLP
•educational and training

programmes

•telephoning •matching titles with paragraphs
•inferring meaning from context
•verbal and numerical reasoning

Cultural Awareness:
United in diversity, Entropa

•the symbols of the EU
•the motto ‘united in diversity’

•safe and unsafe topics
•ways of saying ‘no’

•Cross-cultural blunders

Getting a job •finding information on rules that
apply to job-seekers from your
country in other EU countries

•EURES
•Europass

•avoiding a subject
•stalling

•a job description
in the Official Journal

•verbal reasoning
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LANGUAGE SKILLS DEVELOPMENT LANGUAGE USE & VOCABULARY

Writing Listening Speaking Language use & Grammar Vocabulary

•writing a summary •interview with a personal assistant
at an EU institution

•conducting a survey
•discussion: learning languages

•tense review •frequent words in EU documents

•reporting statistical data •numbers, note-taking, living
conditions in Europe

•roleplay: holding and
giving the floor

•expressing quantity •nationalities
•the language

of statistics

•connecting ideas •interview with an EU civil servant
on renting an apartment

•phoning about a sublet

•making a presentation
•discussion: comparing apartments
•roleplay: renting an apartment

•connecting clauses •phrases with ‘in’
•frequent verb+noun

combinations

•writing a paragraph
•presenting arguments

•traineeships with the EC •discussion: advantages and
disadvantages
of social networking sites

•passive voice •prepositional phrases
•frequent verb+noun

combinations

•writing the minutes of a meeting •the Czech Presidency in numbers
•everyday conversations

•participating in a meeting
•reporting what someone said

•reported speech •meetings

•writing a profile
•filing a complaint

•European Ombudsman •discussion: work-life balance &
gender pay-gap

•status
•prepositions

•European Court of Auditors
•formal and informal suggestions

•discussion: budgeting
•debate: ‘Bloated‘eurocracy’? 

•modals
•conditionals

•making and spending money
•verb+preposition combinations

•filling in a complaints form •following instructions •asking and answering questions
•giving instructions
•debate: Prisoners to vote?

•relative clauses •legal language

•summary •the organogram of the ECB
•dates

•roleplay: emergency situations &
giving instructions

•articles •money idioms
•word formation
•verb+noun combinations

•writing a report
•writing a letter of complaint

•Regional Policy
•Competition Policy
•Food safety

•roleplay: consumer complaints
•discussion: energy consumption and

climate change

•conditionals
•modals

•describing problems with products

•writing e-mails
•comparing and contrasting

•roleplay: dealing with
misunderstandings

•discussion: Millenium development
goals: your priorities?

•connecting clauses •‘trade’ expressions
•geo-political names
•prefixes and suffixes
•‘crimes’ vocabulary
•verb+noun combinations

•booking a flight online •EIB
•phoning the doctor’s office

•discussion: brain drain
•roleplay: overcoming

communication breakdowns
on the phone

•gerund
•infinitives

•travelling

•e-mail vs. snail mail
•punctuation

•Living and working
in a multicultural environment

•gapfilling

•discussion: stereotypes
•roleplay: ways of saying ‘no’

•diplomatic language

•CV, European CV
•cover letter

•interview with an HR expert •discussion: key job interview
questions,  do’s and don’ts
of job interviews

•roleplay: answering
tricky interview questions

•word formation
•prepositions
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