Grammar Reminder
and Practice
TENSE REVIEW
Verb tenses in English indicate a point in time or a period of time in the past, present or future. On top of the
‘time’ element, verb tenses also contain an ‘aspect’ element (simple, continuous and/or perfect) which shows
how the speaker sees the action they describe.
 By combining the time and aspect elements, you will get the most important verb tenses in English. Fill in
the names of the verb tenses, and then ﬁll in the blanks using the correct form of the verbs in the box below
to give an example of each verb tense. The same verb can be used more than once.
eat • work • have • pass • be • start • ring • lie • paint

TIME/ASPECT
SIMPLE
examples

CONTINUOUS
examples
PERFECT
examples

PERFECT CONTINUOUS
examples

FUTURE
(2)
a candy bar
1) Don’t worry, you’ll
(4)
the test.
2) I (5)
going to
(6)
my own business.
(7)
(8)
(9)
I (10)
reading the papers This week I (12)
going By this time tomorrow I’ll be
when the phone (11)
. to work by car.
(13)
in the sun.
(14)
(15)
(16)
By the time we got there,
I have never (17)
to
By next September,
Jane (18)
she’ll (19)
already left. China.
graduated
from Law School.
(21)
(20)
(22)
He was tired yesterday
What (23)
you (24)
By this time next week,
because he (25)
been
doing? You have paint all over I will (27)
been
(26)
the garage door
your top.
(28)
on my book
all day.
for 4 months.
PAST
past simple
I did the laundry yesterday.

PRESENT
(1)
He (3)
every day.

 Auxiliary verbs do, be and have. Underline the auxiliary verbs in the next sentences and say which verb
tense is used with them and why.
 My computer has crashed.
 I have been surﬁng the Net all day today.
 I didn’t do anything out of the ordinary, but I did download a suspicious ﬁle.
 I have never had this problem before. Is it possible to get my data back
somehow?
 Computers are very useful, but they do drive you crazy sometimes.
 Thank God it seems to be working now! What did you do?
 Don’t tell me all you did was switch it oﬀ and back on again!
 How come I hadn’t thought of that?
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