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Unit 4

� Based on the oath what can you infer about the Commission as an EU institution?
� What does the Commission represent?
� What do the Member States have to respect?
� What do the commissioners have to respect after leaving office?

Commissioner’s Oath
≥≥≥

Having been appointed as a Member of the European Commission by the European Council, following the vote

of consent by the European Parliament

I solemnly undertake:

• to respect the Treaties and the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union

in the fulfilment of all my duties;

• to be completely independent in carrying out my responsibilities,

in the general interest of the Union; 

• in the performance of my tasks, neither to seek nor to take instructions from any

Government or from any other institution, body, office or entity; 

• to refrain from any action incompatible with my duties or the performance of my tasks.

I formally note the undertaking of each Member State to respect this principle and not to seek to influence

Members of the Commission in the performance of their tasks. 

I further undertake to respect, both during and after my term of office, the obligation arising therefrom, and in

particular the duty to behave with integrity and discretion as regards the acceptance, after I have ceased to hold

office, of certain appointments or benefits.

Discussion: Giving opinions, agreeing and disagreeing

  Discuss your answers to the quiz with the other groups. You may use the phrases in the yellow box as you
discuss the solutions. 
Example:
If I’m right, the main role of the Commission is to                    Would you agree?

i How to give your opinion

Well, I think…
As I see it…
Personally, I feel…
In my opinion/view…
To my mind…
My take is that…
I strongly believe…
I am absolutely
sure/certain…

agree

I couldn’t agree more...
Absolutely./Definitely.
Of course.
That’s right.
I know what you mean.
I agree with you.
I think so.

ask for an opinion

What do you think?
What is your take on this?
How do you feel about
that?
What is your opinion/
view?
Do you agree?
     don’t you think?

disagree

You have a point there, but...
Yes, but the problem is...
Wouldn’t it be better to...?
Yes, but on the other hand...
I don’t see it quite like that.
That’s not quite how I see it...
I don’t think so.
I doubt it.

  The following is the oath taken by the President and the new members of the European Commission after
they have been appointed. Note the use of formal phrases and expressions that are very frequent in both EU
and legal texts in English. Discuss what these expressions mean in everyday terms.
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Note that many of the phrases in the box above are used in formal rather than informal situations. The
sentences below can be used in informal agreement and disagreement. Your task is to fill in the blanks using a
word from the box. The same word may be used more than once. Then decide which phrases are used for
agreement and which ones for disagreement.

say – bet – doubt – sure – got – way – serious - think

The European Commission
The European Commission (in short, the Commission) is the
body responsible for the EU’s work, including preparing
decisions, making proposals and taking initiatives, as well as
performing monitoring, representative and, in certain cases,
decision-making and executive duties. The term ‘Commission’
may denote either the institution’s leading political body (the
so-called College of Commissioners with 27 Members who are
called commissioners, which functions similarly to national
governments) or the institution as a whole (the commissioners
and the nearly 30,000 officials under their control). The
Commission is generally seen as a supranational body since it
does not serve the Member States directly but rather the Union
as a whole; as a guardian of EU interests, in the course of
fulfilling its responsibilities, it serves and represents the
interests of the Union and not the individual Member States.
The Commission is an institution that functions similarly to
national governments, as it is headed by a political body
whose members divide the tasks of the individual areas of
policy amongst themselves and who manage the
administrative machinery, which is arranged according to
areas of competence. Nevertheless, the Commission does not
govern the European Union, as its decision-making and
executive powers are limited. Within the EU, the major
decisions are taken by the Council and the Parliament, while
the executive power is mainly exercised by the Member States.
The Commission is appointed for a five-year term by the
European Council in agreement with the Member States. It is

subject to a vote of consent by the European Parliament, to
which it is answerable. The commissioners are assisted by an
administration made up of Directorates-General and services,
whose staff are divided mainly between Brussels and
Luxembourg. Each DG is responsible for a particular policy area
and is headed by a Director-General who is answerable to one
of the commissioners. Overall coordination is provided by the
Secretariat-General, which also manages the weekly
Commission meetings. It is the DG that actually devise and
draft legislative proposals, but these proposals become
official only when they are adopted by the Commission at its
weekly meeting. The procedure is roughly as follows. Suppose,
for example, that the Commission sees a need for EU
legislation to prevent pollution of Europe’s rivers. The
Directorate-General for the Environment will draw up a
proposal, based on extensive consultations with European
industry and farmers, with environment ministries in the
Member States and with environmental organisations. The
draft will also be discussed with other Commission
departments and checked by the Legal Service and the
Secretariat-General. Once the proposal is fully ready, it will be
put on the agenda of the next Commission meeting. If at least
14 of the 27 commissioners approve the proposal, the
Commission will ‘adopt’ it and it will have the whole team’s
unconditional support. The document will then be sent to the
Council and the European Parliament for their consideration.
The Commission’s seat is in Brussels, where the majority of
staff is also located, although a considerable number of
officials work in Luxembourg and at several other locations
inside and outside the Union.

Reading: The European Commission

Read the text about the Commission. Underline the information necessary to answer the quiz questions. 

  No                             .
  I’ll                             !
  No                             about it.
  You can                             that again.

  You’ve                             to be kidding!
  You                             !
  You can’t be                             .
  You can’t really                             that.

See Glossary: European Commission, commissioner, College of Commissioners, Directorate-General

See Grammar: Passive Voice
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