Unit 5

The Voice of the Member States

In this unit:

 distinguishing between the three Councils &
the voting system in the Council of the EU
 numerical reasoning
 abbreviations
 participating in meetings & reporting what someone said

Starting up
 Discuss the diﬀerence between:
 the Council of the European Union,
 the European Council, and
 the Council of Europe.
Which one is an EU institution?
What is the role of each of these bodies in Europe?
 Work in pairs. Fill in the missing words.

Council of the European Union/European Council/Council of Europe
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)

The Council of Ministers (or simply the Council) is another term for the
.
The
was founded on May 5, 1949.
The
meets in different configurations bringing together the competent Member State ministers.
The
is the term referring to the regular meeting of Heads of State or Government
of the EU Member States.
.
The term ’rotating Presidency’ is related to the
The
is the Union’s main decision-making body.
The
has over 40 Member States.
is based in Strasbourg.
The
The
’s headquarters are in Brussels but some of the meetings are held in Luxembourg.
The Permanent Representatives Committee (COREPER) of the Member States prepares the work of the
.

Consult

of the Glossary of EU Terminology for clariﬁcation if necessary.

EU Termbuilder
 Explain how the following terms relate to the Council:
Trio Presidency
troika
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 Fill in the blanks using the words from the box.
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Aﬀairs and Security Policy
President • conﬁgurations () • Foreign Aﬀairs Council • Vice-President • Member States

The Treaty of Lisbon introduced signiﬁcant changes in the functioning of the European Council and the
Council of the EU. Firstly, it abolished the rotating six-month Presidency system in the European Council by
creating a new, permanent post. As a result, a ()
is elected by the European
Council for a renewable term of two and a half years. Secondly, the Treaty of Lisbon expanded the role of the
High Representative of the Common Foreign and Security Policy (occupied by Javier Solana between
–) and renamed it ()
The High Representative presides over the
()
, which is one of the ()
of the Council of
the EU. The High Representative also holds the post of ()
of the European
Commission. Although it is not an oﬃcial term, the title ‘EU foreign minister’ is often used by the media to
describe the post of the High Representative. Finally, the rotating Presidency system of the Council of the EU
remains largely unchanged. With the exception of the Foreign Aﬀairs Council, which is chaired by the High
Representative, the six-month Presidency of the various ()
of the Council are
held by the ()
.
 What does the term COREPER refer to?
 Write out the words for these EU abbreviations.
IGC
ECOFIN
EP
EPSO
EIB
EEA
ECC
EURES
ECB
DG
OJ
CFSP

CAP
EUR-Lex
IATE

 You may often come across these abbreviations in EU texts as well as in general English. Write out the
words for each.
SME
GDP
GNP
NGO
EFTA
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